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believe we have a special duty to honor these
brave soldiers, airmen, marines and guards-
men for their outstanding service to our coun-
try and, in particular, to recognize the impor-
tant role of David and Ruby Woolum in raising
their children with a desire to serve our coun-
try and support one another in this noble en-
deavor.

When David Woolum passed away in No-
vember 2002, he and Ruby had been married
for 64 years. | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating and honoring the patriotism of
this couple, which should serve as an example
to American families for centuries to come.

———————

FISA AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 20, 2008

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, today
Congress is yet again faced with the choice of
approving the Bush administration’s unconsti-
tutional expansion of executive branch author-
ity in the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act,
FISA, or defending the Constitution and pro-
tecting the civil liberties of Americans. The
choice could not be more clear and con-
sequences more grave.

Passing this legislation today will be the en-
during legacy of the Bush administration. It will
provide the Congressional seal of approval for
years of the White House’s stonewalling on
Congressional oversight, eroding Congress’s
authority, and violating the Constitution. A vote
in favor of H.R. 6304, the FISA Amendments
Act, is a vote for the Bush administration’s ex-
pansive interpretation of executive power and
against the Constitution. That's why | must op-
pose this legislation.

H.R. 6304 permits mass, untargeted surveil-
lance of all phone and email conversations en-
tering or leaving the U.S. without basic, let
alone adequate, protections for Americans’
civil liberties. Communications of millions of
Americans will be swept up because of re-
duced reverse targeting protections and mini-
mized court oversight. This bill enables the
Government to walk through an enormous
loophole by suspending prior court review of
intelligence surveillance applications at their
discretion. Additionally, there are no safe-
guards to protect Americans whose informa-
tion is unintentionally obtained. H.R. 6304 dis-
penses with real oversight by the court, a re-
quirement fundamental to upholding the Con-
stitution.

Furthermore, this legislation provides noth-
ing less than de facto immunity for tele-
communications companies that broke the
law. District courts will be forced to dismiss
pending cases if they receive a certification
from the Attorney General that telecommuni-
cation companies were asked to turn over
their customers’ records. There is no deter-
mination if the request was legal. No due
process. No penalty. No accountability. Ex-
actly what the Bush administration wanted all
along.

We should never sacrifice commitment to
the rule of law and our system of checks and
balances for broad, unbridled power to sus-
pend Americans’ civil liberties at will. Unfortu-
nately, this new FISA bill does just that. Elect-
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ed officials have a solemn responsibility to de-
fend our country, and, like my colleagues, |
support a modernization of our intelligence
laws. But being asked to support either our in-
telligence community or protecting civil lib-
erties is a false and dangerous dichotomy.
Benjamin Franklin once wrote that, “those who
would trade liberty for some temporary secu-
rity, deserve neither liberty nor security.” With
this bill, | believe we have proven him right.

———

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
A NATIONAL DYSPHAGIA
AWARENESS MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2008

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 195,
which would designate June 2008 as National
Dysphagia Awareness Month.

Dysphagia is a condition that affects nearly
15 million Americans. According to the NIH,
people with dysphagia have difficulty swal-
lowing and may also experience pain while
swallowing.

Some people may be completely unable to
swallow or may have trouble swallowing lig-
uids, foods, or saliva. Eating then becomes a
challenge. Often, dysphagia makes it difficult
to take in enough calories and fluids to nour-
ish the body.

The CDC estimates that 1,000 people in the
United States annually are diagnosed with
dysphagia and 60,000 Americans die from
complications from this condition every year.

However, many people have never heard of
dysphagia and unfortunately most cases of
dysphagia go unreported.

Designating June 2008 as National Dys-
phagia Awareness Month will help raise
awareness and understanding of dysphagia.

| want to thank Mr. WAMP for sponsoring
this legislation and urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.

———

FEDERAL PRICE GOUGING
PREVENTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my full support for H.R. 6346, also
know as the Federal Price-gouging Prevention
Act. | join my other colleagues from both sides
of the aisle and American consumers to ad-
dress the issue of price gouging of gasoline
and other fuels.

This bill has received widespread support
for several reasons. First, the bill gives the
Federal Trade Commission the ability to inves-
tigate and punish companies that falsely in-
flate energy prices. It is unacceptable for en-
ergy companies to artificially raise prices. This
bill serves to address these crimes and protect
the American people.

Second, this bill will allow for the Justice
Department to collect criminal penalties and
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impose jail time during a state of national
emergency on those who are found guilty of
price-gouging. Most importantly, penalties col-
lected from price-gouging companies will be
forwarded to the Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program, LIHEAP, to help families
pay for their heating and air-conditioning bills.

At this time, 28 states have passed legisla-
tion against price-gouging. More laws are
needed at both the state and local levels to
ensure that those who are responsible for arti-
ficially raising energy prices are investigated
and punished.

| urge other colleagues to support this bill.
| applaud the work done by to protect the
American people from energy price-gouging.

———————

TRIBUTE TO NEW HAMPTON
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 25, 2008

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Trinity Lutheran Church of
New Hampton, lowa, on celebrating their 50th
anniversary as a congregation.

On July 31, 1958, the German parishioners
of St. Paul's Lutheran Church and the Nor-
wegian parishioners of St. Olaf's Lutheran
Church joined together as Trinity Lutheran
Church. St. John Lutheran Church of Lawler,
lowa became the third church to join Trinity
Lutheran in 1964. The St. John Lutheran
Churches in lonia and Boyd are also now a
part of the Trinity family.

The original St. Paul church cost $19,000 to
build. While growing as a congregation, the
Trinity family has also faced adversity in deal-
ing with damaging fires at the church in 1973
and 2001. Both times the congregation came
together and built their faith community even
stronger. Through new contemporary services,
Trinity’s methods of conducting their services
have changed with society, but its message
has remained steadfast.

Trinity Lutheran Church of New Hampton is
dedicated to benefiting the lives of those in
New Hampton and the surrounding rural
areas, and for this | offer Trinity my utmost
congratulations and thanks on a prosperous
history. It is an honor to represent all the pa-
rishioners of Trinity Lutheran and the current
pastor Reverend Kevin Frey in the United
States Congress, and | wish them continued
success, grace, peace and celebration as a
community.

———

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES PAID
PARENTAL LEAVE ACT OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL HARE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 2008

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of the Federal Employees Paid
Parental Leave Act.

Currently, about 46 percent of private em-
ployers provide paid parental leave to their
employees, but federal workers have no such
guarantee. As a Member of the House Edu-
cation and Labor Committee and a represent-
ative of many federal workers, this concerns
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